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DeÊ retourÊ enÊ tantÊqueÊgrandeÊ capitaleÊ (etÊ�tatÊ f�d�ral)Ê
dÕEurope,Ê BerlinÊ seÊ r�inventeÊ �Ê traversÊ sesÊ quartiersÊ
r�habilit�s,ÊnotammentÊMitte,ÊauparavantÊcomprisÊdansÊ
Berlin-Est.

P�leÊdeÊlÕavant-gardeÊculturelle,ÊMitteÊestÊaussiÊleÊcÏurÊ
historiqueÊdeÊBerlin.ÊCetÊarrondissementÊquiÊestÊaussiÊunÊ
v�ritableÊ quartierÊ ;Ê MitteÊ comporteÊ treizeÊ subdivisions,Ê
dontÊ laÊ c�l�breÊ ,Ê lÕunÊ desÊ secteursÊ his-
toriquesÊ lesÊmieuxÊpr�serv�sÊetÊprot�g�s,ÊauxÊb�timentsÊ
deÊ styleÊ wilhelmien.Ê SurÊ Gormannstra§e,Ê duÊ nouveauÊ
�mergeÊ:Ê ÊTermin�ÊenÊ2009,ÊceÊprojetÊ
r�sidentielÊ aÊ �t�Ê r�alis�Ê parÊ laÊ ÞrmeÊ HoyerÊ SchindeleÊ
Hirschm�llerÊ ArchitekturÊ (HSH),Ê reconnueÊ pourÊ saÊ
d�marcheÊ�tonnanteÊsurÊleÊcadreÊb�tiÊberlinois.Ê

CetteÊ �tudeÊ surÊ verreÊ etÊ aluminiumÊ exploreÊ avecÊ
audaceÊunÊ th�meÊr�currentÊchezÊHSHÊ :Ê laÊ red�ÞnitionÊ
desÊespacesÊetÊdesÊfronti�resÊint�rieur-ext�rieur.ÊCeÊprojetÊ
interpelleÊtantÊparÊlaÊÇÊcommunicabilit�ÊÈÊdesÊlieuxÊqueÊparÊ
sesÊeffetsÊpositifsÊsurÊlaÊqualit�ÊdeÊvieÊdeÊsesÊoccupantsÊainsiÊ
queÊduÊquartier.Ê

Par-del�Ê laÊ perceptionÊ ÇÊ LeÊ quartierÊ pr�senteÊ desÊ
fa�adesÊ simplesÊ :ÊunÊmur,ÊuneÊ fen�tre.ÊNousÊ tentonsÊdeÊ

brouillerÊcesÊlimitesÊparÊlaÊnotionÊdeÊsurpriseÊetÊdesÊpointsÊdeÊvueÊinatten-
dusÊÈ,ÊexpliqueÊlÕarchitecteÊassoci�ÊchezÊHSHÊHaraldÊSchindele.ÊAutreÊ
brouillageÊdesÊperceptions,ÊlÕimmeubleÊestÊper�uÊcommeÊuneÊentit�ÊavecÊ
saÊ structureÊdeÊverreÊmonochrome,ÊmaisÊ lÕinÞmeÊvariationÊdeÊ laÊ teinteÊ
(rouge,Ê jauneÊ ouÊ verte)Ê deÊ lÕaluminiumÊ permetÊ deÊ d�limiterÊ lesÊ troisÊ
habitations.

FaceÊauxÊcontraintesÊduÊsite,ÊdansÊuneÊrueÊdeÊsurcro�tÊ�troiteÊetÊsombre,Ê
lesÊarchitectesÊontÊprivil�gi�ÊuneÊorganisationÊhorizontaleÊetÊverticale,Ê�vi-
tantÊlaÊstructureÊÇÊhi�rarchiqueÊÈ.ÊSelonÊlÕarchitecte,ÊÇÊlesÊpremiersÊ�tagesÊ
re�oiventÊpeuÊdeÊlumi�re,ÊmaisÊonÊdisposeÊdÕuneÊterrasseÊsurÊleÊtoit.ÊCÕestÊ
uneÊfa�onÊd�mocratiqueÊdeÊpartagerÊdesÊvolumesÊurbainsÊdenses.ÊÈÊ

LeÊsoleilÊentreÊparÊlesÊouverturesÊ�ÊlÕarri�reÊdeÊlÕimmeubleÊ(c�t�Êsud)Ê
etÊ traverseÊ leÊ b�timent,Ê �gayantÊ d�sormaisÊ leÊ voisinage.Ê CommeÊ cetteÊ
lumi�reÊg�n�reusementÊdistribu�e,ÊleÊparcoursÊ�ÊtraversÊcesÊtroisÊmaisonsÊ
�voqueÊ leÊ partage.Ê LesÊ espacesÊ int�rieursÊ assurentÊ auxÊ occupantsÊ uneÊ
communicationÊ facileÊ surÊplusieursÊniveaux,Ê etÊ chaqueÊ �tageÊ sÕarticuleÊ
autourÊdÕuneÊfonctionÊbienÊsp�ciÞque.ÊLÕescalierÊestÊaussiÊunÊ�l�mentÊdeÊ
communicationÊ:ÊoutreÊleÊlienÊentreÊlesÊ�tages,ÊilÊparticipeÊpleinementÊ�Ê
lÕespaceÊdeÊvieÊauÊm�meÊtitreÊqueÊlesÊterrassesÊsurÊleÊtoit,ÊlaÊloggiaÊetÊlesÊ
coursÊint�rieuresÊpriv�esÊquiÊsÕinscriventÊnaturellementÊdansÊleÊprolonge-
mentÊdesÊespacesÊint�rieurs.Ê

CeÊsontÊl�ÊdeÊraresÊ�lotsÊdeÊpaixÊetÊdÕintimit�ÊenÊmilieuÊurbain.
Cr��Ê enÊ 1997,Ê membreÊ deÊ laÊ BundÊ DeutscherÊ ArchitektenÊ (BDA)Ê

depuisÊ2005,ÊHSHÊorganiseÊ saÊpratique,ÊenÊEuropeÊetÊau-del�,ÊautourÊ
deÊ laÊ rechercheÊ formelleÊ etÊ deÊ lÕarchitectureÊ r�sidentielle,Ê commer-
cialeÊ etÊ institutionnelle.Ê ReconnuÊ pourÊ sonÊ expertise,Ê HSHÊ collaboreÊ
avecÊlÕinstitutionÊcharg�eÊdeÊlaÊpr�servationÊduÊcadreÊb�tiÊhistorique,ÊleÊ
LandesdenkmalamtÊBerlin,ÊsurÊdesÊprojetsÊint�grantÊauxÊb�timentsÊhisto-
riquesÊpublicsÊdesÊconceptsÊarchitecturauxÊcontemporains.

Pa r  /  B y  :  n at h a l i e  r oy  //  P h o t o s  :  t o m e k  k w i at o s Z
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Berlin has recouped its status of European 

capital (and a Federal state) and reinvents itself 

through neighbourhood rehabilitation, as in 

Mitte, a former East-Berlin district.

Mitte, the crux of the cultural avant-garde, is also 

at the historical core of Berlin. Both a borough and 

a true neighbourhood, Mitte is divided into thir-

teen districts including the famous Spandauer 

Vorstadt, one of the best preserved and pro-

tected historical sectors, with Wilhelmian style 

buildings. Gormannstraße is welcoming a new 

sight: Case Study House 08, a residential pro-

ject completed in 2009 by Hoyer Schindele 

Hirschmüller Architektur (HSH), a firm renowned 

for its bold approach to Berlin’s built heritage.

This audacious study in glass and aluminum 

explores a recurrent theme at HSH: the redefini-

tion of spaces and interior-exterior boundaries. 

The project is striking in both the extreme "com-

municability" between its spaces and in its 

positive impact on the residents and neighbour-

hood life.

Beyond perceptions "The neighbourhood 

consists of simple façade organization: a wall, 

a window boundary. We try to blur edges with 

the notion of surprise and unexpected views", 

Harald Schindele, associate architect with HSH, 

explains. "Another blurred perception is that the 

building is seen as a whole with its monochrome 

glass frame, whereas the tiny difference in the 

aluminium colour (red, yellow and green) delin-

eates the three houses".

/// 1
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1/ Chacune des trois 

maisons de ville fait 200 mètres 

carrés répartis sur quatre 

étages, cour intérieure et 

terrasse extérieure comprises. 

les occupants jouissent d’une 

entrée privée de plain-pied et 

d’un ascenseur central commun. 

Au niveau de la rue, une boutique 

de mode berlinoise branchée et 

la galerie-studio du designer 

anglais Peter Harvey, auteur du 

design d’intérieur de son propre 

lieu de vie. Un milieu créatif 

qui aime expérimenter 

de nouvelles façons de vivre.

// each one of the three houses 

occupies 200 square metres 

distributed on four floors, which 

includes the patio and outside 

terrace. residents have their own 

private entrance at ground level 

and share a central lift. The 

street level floor features 

a trendy berliner fashion 

boutique and the studio-gallery 

of english designer Peter Harvey, 

who designed the interior of his 

own home. A creative milieu that 

enjoys experimenting with 

new lifestyles.

Due to site constraints, including a narrow and 

dark street, the architects avoided a "hierarchic" 

form and opted for a vertical-horizontal space 

organization. "The first floor stories don’t get a 

big amount of light, but residents have access to 

a roof terrace. We seek a more democratic way 

to share dense city volumes", says the architect.

Sunlight flows in through the apertures on the 

rear of the edifice (on the South side) and across 

the building, radiating new lighting upon the sur-

roundings. Along with the generous partaking of 

light, the space distribution in the three houses 

is all about sharing, with easy communication 

on several levels and a specific function for each 

floor. Beyond its role as a link between floors, the 

staircase is also part of the living premises as are 

the roof terraces, loggia and private patios, all 

natural extensions of the inside spaces.

These are precious islands of peace and intimacy 

within the city.

HSH was founded in 1997 and is a member 

of the Bund Deutscher Architekten (BDA) since 

2005. The firm is active in Europe and beyond, 

and focuses on formal research and residential, 

commercial and institutional architecture. HSH is 

renowned for its expertise and collaborates with 

the Landesdenkmalamt Berlin, the institution in 

charge of cultural monuments, on projects that 

incorporate contemporary architectural con-

cepts into historical buildings.

www.hsharchitektur.de
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